[Non-participation of bulbar inspiratory neurons in the esophago-diaphragmatic inhibitory reflex].
The effects of the distension of the lower oesophageal sphincter were studied on the inspiratory activity of 96 medullary neurons located either in the dorsal or in the ventral respiratory groups and on the inspiratory activity of the costal and crural parts of the diaphragm in barbiturate anaesthetized cat. Inhibition of the inspiratory activity of the crural part of the diaphragm during oesophageal distension was never associated with significant changes of the medullary inspiratory neuron discharge. These results suggest that the observed crural inhibition is due to reflex loop that does not include the inspiratory neurons belonging to the dorsal and the ventral respiratory groups.